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CSIC Welcomes Marva Black Elk (Teton)  

When you visit, or call the 

Colorado Springs Indian 

Center, or you send an email 

from the website, Marva is 

the person who takes your 

request or gives you instruc-

tions!  She is the CSIC Office 

Volunteer.   Marva has been 

with us a couple of months 

now and has settled into her 

computer chores, becoming  

very comfortable in the ñfront 

officeò role that she plays at 

the CS Indian Center.   

And yes, Marva is related 

to Black Elk. Wallace 

Black Elk was her father. 

Marva is also the coordi-

nator for the Community 

Dinners. If you plan to 

come to the Community 

Dinner on June 26, give 

her a call and she will let 

you know what kind of 

side dish is still needed 

for the chicken fettucini 

that is the main dish that 

day. 

Colorado Springs Indian Center Celebrates Native  
Americans who Graduated this spring.   

 

May 22, 2010 was a very busy day for members of the CSIC and their 

families!  It was the day we celebrated the graduation of 32 Native 

American students from kindergarten through doctorate level in col-

lege.  The event began at 1pm with a pot luck dinner at Trinity United 

Methodist Church.  The dining room was full and the buffet table was 

filled with salads, pork, ham, buffalo tongue soup, vegetables, and a 

variety of breads (a gift from Panera Bread).  

 

Following the dinner, over 100 graduates and family members arrived 

at the University of Colorado Colorado Springs to participate in the 

ceremony honoring the graduates.  Speakers for this event included 

Anthony Cordova, Director of MOSAIC (Multicultural Office for Stu-

dent Access, Inclusiveness and Community.  He emphasized the im-

portance of asking for help along the educational path. Don Coyhis 

(Mohican), president and founder of White Bison, Inc., reminded 

graduates that they were among those of the new generation of edu-

cated Native Americans ð  our future engineers, social workers, legis-

lators, business owners, inventors and teachers.  Many thanks to Doug 

Goodfeather (Lakota) who led the drum, and all the volunteers and 

donors whose efforts made this event a so memorable! (See p. 2) 

College Graduates: 
Amber Jaquez (Navaho)  Colorado College 

Tina Marie Rivera (Jicarilla/Ute)  Colorado State Universityð

Pueblo , Bachelor of Arts 

Angela Saunkeah (Kiowa)  CU-Denver, Bachelor of Arts, Com-

munication 

Dr. Shirl Smith (Delaware-Cree)  Colorado Technical Univer-

sity, Doctor of Management 

Dora Speigel (Comanche),  Everest College, Medical Admini-

stration Assistant 

Robert Chad Wood (Hopi/Hulapai) Pikes Peak Community 

College, Associate of Arts 

High School Graduates: 
Derek Carter II (San Jose Mission), Pink Creek High School 

Qullan Fay (Tlinget), Palmer High School 

Josiah Fredrick (Mandan Hidatsa), Tesla 

Gabriella Hernandez (Southern Ute), Life Skills High School 

Jaôryl Mack (Choctaw/Chickasaw/Lakota), Pine Creek High 

School 

Meghan Mahoney (Salish), Rampart High School 

Alexander Pope (Cherokee), Pine Creek High School 

Ariel Silva (Narragansett/Pequot), Pine Creek High School 

Brandon Tsosie (Navajo), Doherty High School 

Michael Vialpando, Pine Creek High School 

Virgil E. Weil (Odawa/Navajo), Wasson High School 
 (Elementary and Middle School continued on page 2) 
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Thank You!!  
Thanks to the many who helped  

make the Graduation Celebration a success!  

 

 

 

 

 

We would also like to recognize those community organizations that   

assisted us with donations, resources and support:  

 

White Bison, Inc.               University of Colorado Colorado Springs 

Panera Bread  Trinity United Methodist Church 

AlterNative Voices  Tecumseh Center 

                                            Title VII School District Eleven 

Kateri Vergez 

Tim Warner 

Dr. Lynda Rogerson 

Phil Johnston 

Shirl Smith                  

Doug Goodfeather 

Sandy Turcott 

Eva Leonard 

Carolena Jackson 

Eulala Pegram 

James Cantu 

Grace Good Eagle 

Sebrena Forrest  

Susie Aikman  

Christine Almaraz 

Marva Black Elk 

Camryn Merrill 

Marty Waters 

Caroline Mose 

Marguerite Cantu 

Don Coyhis 

Jim Ramirez 

Sandra Mokine 

(Graduates Continued from page 1)  

Elementary and Middle School: 
Kayla Boyd (Delaware), Challenger Middle 

School, 8th grade 

Michelle Jackson (Navajo), North Middle School, 

8th grade 

Tommy Lovern (Navajo), Ft. Carson Middle 

School, 8th grade 

Julie Roberts (Dine), Cheyenne Mountain Jr. High, 

9th grade 

Kassie Scott (Leni Lenape), Jenkins middle 

School, 8th grade  

Lorenzo Snowbird (Ojibwe), North middle School, 

8th grade 

Sadie Vigil (Southern Ute), West Middle School, 

8th grade 

Isabella Snowbird (Ojibwe/Comanche)  Strat-

ton Elementary, Kindergarten 
Devin Brock (Cherokee) Grant Elementary, Kin-

dergarten 

Brandon Kane Salaz (Southern Ute), Wilson 

Elementary, Kindergarten   Michaela Tracy 

(Navajo), Wilson Elementary, 5th grade 

Summer MorningStar Cook (Dakota Sioux), 

Trail Blazer Elementary, 5th grade 

Kashoni Almaraz (Cahuilla), Rudy Elemen-

tary, 5th grade 

Alyssa Bravo (Comanche), McAuliffe Ele-

mentary, 5th grade 

Gabrielle Widerman (Southern Ute), King 

Elementary, 5th grade 

Anjelina Archuleta (Apache/Cherokee), Mark 

Twain Elementary, 5th grade 

Tri Lakes  Native American   
Inter -Tribal Festival  
Saturday, June 5,               

Palmer Lake, Colorado  
 

 This Festival is a celebration of Native history 

and culture and will include storytellers, dem-

onstrations of Native drums and dancers, Na-

tive art and artisans, an exhibit of birds of prey 

by HawkQuest, and plenty of Native vendors 

and food. Music will be by Arvel Bird & 

friends. 

We have to educate ourselves to know who we are.  Thatôs what I mean when I 
say, ñTeach the children.ò  Eddie Benton-Banai, Ojibwe  
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Eugene Red Hawk (Mohawk); Jim Ramirez (S. 
Ute), Chairman of the CSIC; A. Ron Wright (Osage) 
Board President of Living History Association for 
Rockledge Ranch . 

Mitchelene F. BigMan (Crow), Iraqui 
Freedom Veteran; currently working 
at Army Community Services, Ft Car-

Mary Chee Drake  ( Navajo ) ,                                    
Weaver and Interpretive Artist       

Rock Ledge Ranch   

Dave and Nancy Shovall  (Nancy is the President 
of the Historical District Merchants Association, 
sponsor for Territory Days.)  

Territory Days  
Old Colorado City  

May 29 - 31  

Mitchelene F. BigMan (Crow)  
Demonstrating the Jingle Dance;   

R.J. and Shotea Tvetor  dancing in the 
background  
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Territory Days  
Old Colorado City  

May 29 - 31  

R. J. Trevter  (above) 
demonstrated the 
Grass Dance. Older 
brother Shotae (below) 
illustrated the intricate 
footwork of the Fancy 
Dance. RaeVen Trevter 
(right)  and Mitchelene 
BigMan dazzled the au-
dience with their jingle 
dance.  The Trevter 
youth are Mandan -
Hidatsa from Ft. Ber-
thold.  

Jim Ramirez (So. Ute) 
and Steve Howell 
(Pawnee) visit  before 
the dancers begin.  
Steve was the emcee 
and provided the drum 
and songs for the danc-
ers.  He also explained 
the  purpose of each of 
the dances.  
The community friend-
ship dance below 
brought many people 
from the audience into 
the circle.   


