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1st Annual Garden of the Gods: Rock Ledge Ranch Traditional Powwow
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Contact Information:

Karen K. Medville

Member, Colorado Springs Indian Center Board of Directors

Web:  www.coloradospringsindiancenter.com
Phone:  719-761-6581 cell


719-276-7509 work

Email:  kmedville@abraxasyfs.com

Brief overview of your city/organization (please no more than 4 - 6 sentences)

The Colorado Springs Indian Center is nestled in the beautiful mountains near Pikes Peak in Colorado Springs, Colorado.    It is our mission to bring unity to our American Indian/Alaska Native community by fostering emotional, mental, physical, and spiritual well-being.    The purpose of Colorado Springs Indian Center is to reach out to the Native community in the Pikes Peak region to identify unmet needs, and to develop new programs while networking with existing service providers to ensure more culturally sensitive social, health, education and other services for Native people.    Colorado Springs Indian Center also serves as the focal point for the Native American community by sponsoring social and cultural events and activities.

Please list three items or questions you would like to discuss during your interview

Question 1& 2:  What is the significance of this event?  And what will it offer the community?
Jim Ramirez, the Chairman of the Colorado Springs Indian Center Board of Directors, extends his invitation and offers blessings to everyone, as he was unable to be here today for the interview.    

As the Colorado Springs Indian Center we are committed to bringing unity to the larger Colorado Springs community; this includes our local Native American non-profit organizations.  Elders tell us that the last Traditional Powwow at Garden of the Gods was held in the 70’s, and that passing on our heritage from one generation to the next includes sharing our culture through traditional events.    To re-introduce & share this event with everyone in the community, the Colorado Springs Indian Center developed a working partnership with Ron Wright from Rock Ledge Ranch, Andy Morris from the City of Colorado Springs, Urban Turzi from One Nation Walking Together, Don Coyhis from White Bison, Brad Bearsheart from Project Lighthouse Native Ministry, Lee Keyser from Old Bent’s Fort, and Fred Gauna from the Pueblo Friendship Powwow.    

We have been working together to provide you with a wonderful opportunity to experience a traditional Powwow, and great educational programs and exhibits; including Hawquest Birds of Prey and Rocky Mountain Wildlife Foundation Wolves.  There will be activities for your children including dancing and pony rides.  Enjoy visiting with Indian artists and participating in friendship dances.  And of course bring your appetite because you’ll love the traditional Native food.    

Our Head Staff will include Eugene Redhawk (Master of Ceremonies), Fred Gauna (Arena Director), Austin Box (Spiritual Advisor), Andy Cozad and the Waterbird Singers - Gourd Dancers Kiowa Nation (Host Southern Drum), Plenty Wolf Singers (Host Northern Drum), and the Head Woman will be Elvira Sweetwater, & the Head Man will be Kenneth Sweetwater.     The Southern Drum & Gourd Dancers will began at 10:00 am, Toni Eagle Feathers, Mitchelene Bigman & Cindy Darrington; the all Native Women’s’ Color Guard and the Grand Entry is at 12 noon, and events end at 5:00 pm.

Question 3:  Who is sponsoring the event?

We deeply appreciate our generous Sponsors:  The El Pomar Foundation, the City of Colorado Springs Parks and Rec Department, alterNativeVoices, Perkins Motors, the Anonymous Donor, the Garden of the Gods Trading Post, Rock Ledge Ranch Living History Association, Old Bent’s Fort, One Nation Walking Together, Project Lighthouse Native Ministry, the Colorado Springs Indian Center, Corn Roasters, Graham Advertising, Pueblo Friendship Powwow, and White Bison, Inc.    Thank you for helping bring unity to the Colorado Springs community and helping to build a better future.    We are grateful.    

With a warm heart and welcoming spirit, the Colorado Springs Indian Center and our Partners & Sponsors, offer you this opportunity to share in the insights and understanding of Native American culture.    The first 500 attendees will be given a Keepsake.    We also encourage everyone in the Colorado Springs community to attend our monthly community dinners; where we share food, friendship, information, culture and laughter.    For additional information about the Colorado Springs Indian Center and our upcoming activities & events, we invite you to go to www.coloradospringsindiancenter.com 
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