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Challenger Learning Center of Colorado Awarded Major NASA Grant to Inspire and Educate Disadvantaged Students
 
January 13, 2010 – Colorado Springs, CO – 
The Challenger Learning Center of Colorado has been awarded one of nine NASA grants from 67 informal education applicants through the NASA Competitive Program for Science Museums and Planetariums. Each of the next four years, the Challenger Reach 2 U program will reach more than 2,500 fourth-grade students from underserved communities throughout southwest Colorado and northwestern New Mexico, including primarily rural, lower socio-economic status, Hispanic and Native American districts.  The project includes assessment, teacher training, industry speakers, and live events featuring "Moon, Mars and Beyond" to encourage students to pursue career fields in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) subject areas.  Traveling mission technology kits will be made available for districts that do not already meet the necessary technology requirements.
An Internet-based educational program, Challenger Reach 2 U will allow students to participate in Challenger style hands-on, exciting simulated space missions without the need for transportation over long distances.  Educators will be provided with the tools and support they need to add creative, career-focused lessons and activities to their classrooms.

Peggy Littleton, who currently serves on the Colorado State Board of Education, is a strong supporter of Challenger Reach 2 U.  She states, “As the state budget shrinks, this gives the opportunity for those most at risk to participate in quality programs.  I am certain this grant will be a boon for the rural and underserved districts in southwestern Colorado, supplying much-needed, engaging STEM curriculum to an area that normally does not get such exciting opportunities.”  
John Herrington agrees and as a retired Naval Aviator, astronaut, and the first tribally enrolled Native American to fly in space, truly recognizes the need and value of reaching traditionally underserved communities.  
Another strong supporter has been Bruce Sanchez, Governor of Santa Ana Pueblo and President of the Indian Pueblos Federal Development Corporation.  He sees this as an excellent opportunity to inspire youth.  He states, “I certainly understand the importance of motivating our young people to pursue technical degrees, and I can’t think of a better way to get them excited about science and math than to be able to actually use them under pressure in a realistic NASA-based mission.”
Several rural school districts have already jumped at the chance to have their students participate, including Aguilar, Cotopaxi, and Custer County.  Many others are sure to follow.
About Challenger Learning Center of Colorado 

The Challenger Learning Center of Colorado is a space-based learning environment where schoolchildren, families, senior citizens, corporate teams and other community members “fly” simulated space missions.  Located in Colorado Springs and dedicated to the educational spirit of the NASA Challenger Space Shuttle mission of 1986, the Center uses the excitement of space exploration to create learning experiences that foster lifelong learning in mathematics, science and technology, and develop critical communication, decision-making, team-building and collaborative skills.  CLCC features three space simulators; a Mission Control Center modeled after the one at Johnson Space Center in Houston, a Space Shuttle/Transporter, and an International Space Station where experiments are performed and probes are “launched” into the depths of outer space.  In addition to school-class and adult missions, CLCC offers exciting week-long summer space adventure programs for individual students entering first through twelfth grades.  For more information, visit www.clccs.org.
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